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Indeed, it has been suggested that the Land of Sheba was the
original home of the Phoenicians, and that the Sheban inscrip-
tions show the evolution of the alphabet from the older picture
signs. The little rock at Uqla contained many references to
Hixnyarite kings who ruled about the third century A.D., but
many of the other inscriptions discovered were much older.

In view of the fact that in one part of the country there are
the craters of old volcanoes and other signs of plutonic activity,
Philby came to the conclusion that the vast system of irrigation
works, the mighty temples, and the many myriads of buildings
all over the great plain were destroyed in some great earth-
quake, and that possibly the great cemeteries are also to be
related to some such calamity which overwhelmed the ancient
land of Bilqis, Queen of Sheba.

Note. During the winter of 1938 Major R. A. Hamilton was
able to undertake some preliminary excavations at Shabwa. He
came to the conclusion that the site was the holy place of South
Arabia and a burial-ground for the priests who worshipped the
god Yafa. Is it possible that Yafa can be the Jehovah whom
Solomon worshipped?